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 Tonya Phillips 
introduction 
Hi, my name is Tonya Phillips. 
As a volunteer at the Lewis 
County Gospel Mission, I have 
had the pleasure of serving 
our guests for the last two 
and a half years. I look 
forward to sharing my story 
with you at the Mission 
Possible Auction on May 30th. 
Hope to see you there. 
   

 
 
Sabra Burgess 
Introduction 
 
Hi, my name 
is Sabra Burgess, and I have 
been a volunteer here at the 
mission for 5 years and I fill 
very honored to be able to 
tell my story about how the 
mission has saved my life and 
brought me closer to God. I am 
very thankful for the 
mission and all my 
coworkers and guest here at 
the Lewis County 
Gospel Mission.   

 

Executive News 
From Rollin Caryl  
It has been while since we put out a 
newsletter to our community!  We apologize!  
In spite of that you, our community, has 
continued to support the Lewis County 
Gospel Mission in spectacular ways.  This last 
year, we have made many new friends who 
have come to appreciate what the Mission 
does.  During these unsettling economic 
times, YOU have come through and our 
donations have increased.  Lives have 
changed!  Needs have been met!  The very 
least of these have been taken care of!  
What a blessing! 

Now for the downside.  The number of 
guests that are seeking the services that we 
provide has nearly doubled in the last 12 
months.  Recent court cases, closure of 
other shelters, social attitude changes, our 
location adjacent to I-5, and more have 
contributed to this increase.  The mission 
staff and volunteers are often stretched to 
the breaking point.  We have outgrown our 
staff. We have outgrown our facility. We have 
outgrown our ability to provide necessary 
services.   

 

Some solutions: 

1. Increase our access to grant fund-
ing.  We are currently working on 
a grant for food assistance that 
will free up donation funds to fill 
other staff and service needs.   

2. We are working to increase our 
available off-street parking.  We 
have requested bids on paving a 
portion of the vacant lot we own.   

3. And what about a new building!  
Our current building seats 56 peo-
ple in the day use areas.  We often 
have 100+! 

 As part of our Mission Possible 
theme this year, we are going to 
commit 25% of the net profits from 
the Banquet & Auction to the 
building fund.  This will be your 
opportunity to provide for the day-
to-day needs of the Mission but also 
help to make the future bright for 
those in need in Lewis County.  See 
you at the Banquet and Auction! 

Rollin Caryl 
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Jenny Vido 
Kitchen and Operations 
Hello, 
The first quarter of 2026 the Lewis 
County Gospel Mission saw a 
steady demand for services of 
13,040 as the mission continued to 
act as a primary resource for the 
Chehalis community. Following a 
high-volume year in 2025, the 
mission focused on maintaining 
meal consistency and providing 
critical winter -to-spring support for 
guests during this nine-week period. 
 
With the support of our donors like 
you, we are able to maintain this 
level of service. We would not be 
able to do this with you.  
 

 
 

We are deeply grateful to Chipotle 
for their generous donation of food 
from their restaurant. Your kindness 
and willingness to give have made 
a meaningful difference in our 
mission to serve others. 
 

  

The scoop of the year 
 

--------------JAMES GEDNEY 
 
Hi, my name is James Gedney.  I 
have enjoyed the privilege of serving 
our guests, at the Lewis County Gos-
pel Mission, for almost two years.  
Beaten down, broken up, and nearly 
defeated, it was only by God’s tender 
mercy and loving kindness that I ar-
rived here in July, 2024.  Since then, 
my life has turned by 180 degrees, 
and LCGM has played a vital role in 
my own personal recovery. 

Every day presents a new set of 
challenges here at the Mission. How-
ever, through cultivating relationships 
with our guests, and the unwavering 
support of our fine team of staff and 
volunteers, those challenges quickly 
transform into more opportunities to 
serve. 

Over the last 6 months we have no-
ticed an influx of new guests who 
are utilizing our services daily.  Of 
course, our resource demands run 
parallel with the volume of guests we 
serve.  Community support to meet 
those demands is paramount.  Our 
partnerships with you are the life-
blood of our success.  We look for-
ward to seeing you at the “Mission 
Possible” auction, on May 30th.  God 
Bless! 

James Gedney 

------------LENNY HOFFMAN 
 
Hello to all kind-hearted people 
whose donations make our work 
possible. I thank God daily for His 
perfect timing in meeting the needs 
we encounter, always supplying 
perfectly. 
 
There has most definitely been an 
increase in people needing help with 
meal supplements due to the 
increased cost of living. People use 
our services to help them get through 
the month. We at the Mission make 
every effort to encourage guests who 
have made some bad decisions in life 
that have put them in their current 
situation. Sometimes it is the doing of 
others that puts them in a 
predicament. Either way, there are 
resources to help them start making 
positive life changes. With that in 
mind, it's through the love of Jesus 
Christ that we do what we do. I have 
been a part of changes: have been 
part of people getting off the street, 
into housing, going through SUD 
treatment, getting jobs, going to 
college, getting their kids back, 
reuniting with their families, becoming 
productive individuals, and gaining 
self-worth. 
                   
                   Lenny Hoffman 

 

Watch for the next newsletter…The end of June, 2026 
 

Picture Caption: 
Faith in action: 
loving our 
neighbors one plate 
at a time. 


